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EVIDENCE. 


A. 
LETTER F ROM THE BISHOP OF JULIOPOLIS 
To Dr. J. McLaughlin. 


Sır: I have received last winter and this spring a petition from ` 
certain free families settléd on the Willamette river, requesting that 
Missionaries be sent .to instruct their children and themselves. 
My intention is to do all I can to grant them their request as soon 
as possible; I have no priest disposable at Red river, but I am 
going this, year to Europe, and [ will endeavor to procure those 
free people and the Indians afterwards the means of Knowing God. 
I send together with this letter an answer to the petition which I ` 
have received; I request you to deliver it to them; I add some 
eatechisms which might be useful to those people, if there is any 
one among them that can read. Those people say they are pro- 
tected by you. Please induce them to do their best, and to deserve, 
by a good behavior, to derive benefit from the favor they implore. 

I have the honor to be, sir, ich 
Your most humble servant, 
t J. N., Bishop of Juliopolis. 
Rep river, June 6, 1885. 


LETTER FROM THE BISHOP OF JULIOPOLIS 


To all the families settled on the river Willamette and other Catholéc 
persons beyond the Rocky Mountains, greeting : 


I have received, most beloved brethren, your two petitions, the 
one dated 3d July, 1834, and the other 23d February, 1835. Both 
eall for Missionaries to instruct your children and yourselves. Such 
a request from persons deprived of all religious attendance could 
_ not fail to touch my heart, and if it was in my power, I would send 

you some this very year. But I have no priests disposable at Red 
river: they must be obtained from Canada or elsewhere, which 
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8rd. Persuaded that the preaching of the gospel isthe surest 
means of obtaining these happy results, they will lose no opportu- 
nity of inculcating its principles and maxims, either in ‘their private 
conversations or in their public instructions. 

_dth. In order to make themselves sooner useful to the n&tives of 

the country where they are sent, they will apply themselves, as soon 

as they arrive, to the study of the Indian languages, and will 
endeavor to reduce them to regular principles, so as to be able to ' 
publish a grammar of them after some years of residence there. 

5th: They will prepare for baptism, with all possible expedition, 
the infidel women who live in concubinage with christians, in order 
to substitute lawful marriages to those irregular unions. l 

6th. They will take a particular eare of the christian education 
of children, establishing for that purpose, as much as their means 
will allow, schools and catechisms, in all the villages which they 
will have occasion to visit. 

Tth. In all the places remarkableyeither for their position or the 
passage of the voyagers, or the gatherings of Indians, they will 
plant high crosses, so as to take possession of those various places 
in the name of the Catholic religion. — 

8th. They will often repeat to thb people to whom they are sent 
how severely this religion'preseribes peace, mansuetude, obedience 
to the Jaws, as well of the State as of the Church, and they will 
not fail to teach them, as well by their examples as by their words, 
to respect the fidelity which they owe our gracious sovereign, 
giving them the habit of addressing to God their prayers for her 

_ prosperity and that of her empire. 

‘9th. The territory which is particularly assigned to them, is that 
which is comprised between the Rocky Mountains on the east, the 
Pacific ocean on the west, the Russian-possessions on the north, 
aud the territory of the United States on the south. It is only 
within the extent of that territory that they will establish Missions, 
and they are particularly recommended not to form any establish- 
ment on the territory, the possession whereof is contested by the 
United States. They can, however, in accordance with the Indult 
of the Holy See, under date of February 28, 1886, a copy whereof 
accompanies the present, use their powers, when needed, in the 
Russian possessions, as well as in that part of the American territory 
which borders on their Missions. As to that part of the territory, 
it is probable that it does not belong to any of the dioceses of the 
United States; but if the Missionaries were informed that it forms 
a part of some diocese, they will abstain from performing any act 
of jurisdiction there, in obedience to the aforesaid Indult, unless 
they be authorized to do it by the Bishop of such diocese. 

10th. As to the place where they will fix their principal resi- 
dence, it will be on the river Cowlitz or Cowiltyha, which empties 
into the river Columbia, on the north side of that river. ‘On their 
arrival at Fort Vancouver, they will present themselves to the per- 
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son who represents the honorable Hudson's Bay Sonny, and 
they will take his advice as to the precise situation of that estab- 
lishment. 

11th. They are particularly retommended to have all possible 
regard for the meinbers and employees of that company, with whom 
it is very important for the holy work with which they are charged, 
to be constantly in good intelligence. 

` 12th. As they cannot rely entirely upon the resources from the 
Association for the Propagation of the Faith, established a yéar 
ago in the diocese, to provide for their sustenance and the con- 
struction of chapels and houses, which they will establish in vari- 
ous places of their Mission, they will induce the white inhabitants 
and the natives of the country to contribute for these objects as 
much as their means will allow them. 
13th. They will not fail to give us information as to what may 
interest, delay, or favor the progress of their Mission. They will 
be careful that these details be arranged in such a way that they 
may be published, as well for the edification as for the encourage- 
ment of thé faithful, who, as members of the Association for the 
Propagation of the Faith, contribute by their alms to the support 
of that new Mission. 

14th. The territory where that Mission is to be established having 
been annexed by the Indult above mentioned of February 28, 1836, 
to the territory of the northwest, the spiritual government whereof 
is inttusted to the Right Rev. Bishop of Juliopolis, the new Mission- 
aries shall correspond as regularly as possible with this prelate, to 
whom also they will make known the state of their Mission, and 
whose orders and advice they will receive with submission and 
respect. 

Loth. In cougequence of the impossibility of transporting beyond 
the Rocky Mountains more than what is strictly necessary as 
regards church furniture and vestments, the new Mission will find 
itself, at first. in a state of great poverty. But the zeal with which 
the Association for the Propagation of the Faith established at 
Lyons. has aided our Missionaries of Canada in these last years, 
induces us to hope that by recurring to its beneficence, church arti- 
cles could be obtained, which being sent to England, could be 
transported from there into the new Mission by the vessels of the 
company which go to the Columbia river. We entreat the Mission- 
aries to request the Right Rev, Bishop of Juliopolis to induce the 
acquaintance of friends whom he had madé in France, during his 
sojourn there, to interest themselves with the Association at Lyons 
in favor of this charity. 

16th. They may use the powers which are granted them in th 
whole extent of the territory of the northwest, when they will pass 
there on their way to the Cowlitz river, or on their return to Canada, 
with this exception, that in the presence of the Bishop of Julio- 
polis, they will exercise hone but on the invitation of his lordship. 

17th. In our quality of Vicar General of the Bishop of Kingston, 
9 è ki 
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we authorize them to exercise, besides the ordinary jurisdiction, 

the powers of arch-priests, marked at page 132 of the extract of the 
ritual, also to marry without publication and extra missarum solem- 
nia, in the parts of that diocese which they will cross in their way 
to their destination. Before leaving Montreal they will secure the 
same powers from the bishop of that town for the parts of his 
diocese where they might stop during their journey. 

18th. In administering the sacrament of baptism to adults, they 
may use the form prescribed for the baptism of children, in confor- 
mity to an Indult of the Holy See, bearing the same date as the 
one mentioned above, (February 28, 1836,) and a copy whereof 
accompanies also the present. 

19th. They are authorized, in virtue of an Indult of the 28rd 
June, 1833, also accompanying the present, to apply to beads, 
crowns, crosses, medals, &., the indulgences mentioned in a small 
pamphlet, two exemplaries of which will be found with the copies | 
of Indults above mentioned. 

20th. We permit them to announce in any chapel of their Mis- 
sion, one of the three following plenary indulgences, or all three to- 
gether, as they will judge proper. 1st. The indulgence attached to 
the exposition of the Blessed Sacrament during the three days 
immediately preceeding Ash-Wednesday, or the first Tuesday in 
July, and the two following days, for all the faithful who, having 
confessed aud received communion, shall visit the said chapel on . 
one of these three days. 2nd. The indulgence attached to the days 
of All-Saints, of All-Souls and of the Sunday within the octave of 
All-Saints, for all the faithful who will accomplish the conditions 
prescribed for-the precedent. 3rd. The indulgence of the novena, 
in honor of St. Francis Xavier, commencing on the first Saturday 
of Lent, with the obligation for the faithful who will wish to par- 
ticipate in this last indulgence, to fulfil the conditions prescribed 
for the first one, and to assist besides on the day of their commu- 
nion, to the public recitation of the prayers of the novena. The 
indulgence of the days of All-Saints, of All-Souls, and of the Sunday 
within the octave of All-Saints, is applicable per modum suffragii 
to the souls of purgatory. a 

21st. In thé event of the death of the chief of the Mission, or of 
any disease which may prevent him from discharging his functions, 
which God forbid may happen, his colleague is authorized to’ exer- 
cise all the powers granted to the first. | 

Given at Quebec on the 17th of April, 1838. 

t JOSEPH, Bishop of Quebec. 
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Correspondence of the Bishop of Quebec with Governor Simpson. 


Hupson’s Bay Hovss, 
London, 17th February, 1838. 


My Lago: I yesterday had the honor of receiving a letter from 
the Bishop of Juliopolis, dated Red river, 13th October, 1887, 
wherein I am requested to communicate with your Lordship on the 
subject of sending two priests to the Columbia river for the purpose 
of establishing a Catholic Mission in that part of the country. 

When the Bishop first mentiched this subject, his view was to 
form the Mission on the banks of the Willamette, a river falling 
_ into the Columbia from the south. To the establishing of a Mis- 
sion there, the Governor and committee in London and the Councils 
in Hudson’s Bay had a decided objection,’ as the sovereignty of 
that country is still undecided ; but I last summer intimated to the 
Bishop that if he would establish the. Mission on the banks of the 
Cowlitz river, or the Cowlitz portage, falling into the Columbia from 
the northward, and give his assurance that the Missionaries would 
not locate themselves on the south side of the Columbia river, but 
would form their establishment where the company’s representative 
might point eut as the most eligible situation on the. north side, I / 
should recommend the Governor and committee to afford a passage 
to-the priests, and such facilities towards the suecessful. accomplish- 
ment of the object in view as would not involve any great inconve- 
nience or expense to the company’s service. - 

By the letter received yesterday, already alluded to, the Bishop 
enters fully into my views, and expresses his willingness to fall in 
‘with my suggestions. That letter I have laid before the Governor 
and committee, and I am now instructed to intimate to your Lord- 
ship, that if the priests will be ready at Lachine to embark for the 
interior about 25th April, a passage will be afforded them, and on 
their arrival at Fort Vancouver measures will be taken by the com- 
pany’s representative there to facilitate the establishing of the Mis- 
sion, and the carrying into effect the objects thereof generally. 

~ Ihave the honor to be, my lord, 
Your lordship’s most obedient servant, 
GEO. SIMPSON. 


we 


London, 1Tth February, 1840. 


To THE Rieut REVEREND THE BISHOP OF QUEBEC: 


My Lorn: I have the honor to acknowledge your lordship’s 
letter of the 7th ultimo, wherein you request passages for six priests 
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from France to the Columbia river, and- two from Canada, the one 
to proceed to the Columbia and the other to Red river, likewise 
facilities to establish a permanent Mission either at Temiscamingue 
or Abbitibbi. I have laid your lordship’s letter before the Governor 
and the committee, and in reply to your first request, [am instructed 
to say that the Governor and committee da not feel disposed to 
facilitate. the extension of Roman Catholic Missions on the river 
Columbia until they receive further information in reference to the 
progresses that has been made by the Rev. Mr. Blanchet and his col- 
league jn that quarter. The second request of a passage throngh 
the interior for two priests this season, I am sorry to Say, cannot be 
complied with, as our canoes will be so much eneumbered with pas- 
senvers and baggage, that it would be quite impessible toafford the 
gentlemen in whose behalf you apply the’ necessary accommodation. 
And in reply to the third request, the Governor and committee, 
although exceedingly reluctant to. manifest any disinelination to 
meet your lardship’s views, do not feel that they can encourage the 
formation of permanent Missions either at Temiscamingue or Abbi- 
tibbi, as the resonrees of the country are se limited and precarious 
in the means of living, that they apprehend the miseries of star- 
vation in the event of any considerable body of people beiny 
congregated permanently at either of those places, which are so 
remotely situated as to preclude the possibility of drawing resources 
in case of need from the agricultural settlements on the Ottowa. 
With much respect, I have the honor to be, my lord, | 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 


GEO. SIMPSON, 


QUEBEC, 20th October, 1840. 


Sir: However painful it may be for me to renew a request which 
the Governor and the committee of the honorable Hudsan’s Bay 
Company at London did not think proper to grant in February 
last, as you pleased to inform me by your letter of the 17th of the 
same month, I must, however, make a new attempt, and solicit for 
next spring the favor which I did not obtain for last spring. 

As I had already the honor to inform you, the Missionaries of the 
Columbia succumb under the burden of their occupations, it becomes 
necessary to send them at least one priest who might help them in 
their painful labors, I hope the company will please allow that 

riest a place on the canoes, which it will send into the interior at 
the end of April of next year. 

The Bishop of Juliopolis asks also for two priests, the one to 
replace Mr. Mayrand, who is coming back here next summer, and 
the other to be associated with Mr. Belcourt, and share the fatigues. 
of that worthy Missionary. I have still hope that the company will 
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not refuse to add to all the services which it has already rendered 
the Mission of Red river, that of granting a passage for ‘the twa 
priests whom it is necessary to send there. a, 

Tt would not be reasonable on thy part to ask that the passage 
of our new Missionaries be granted free, as was that. of those who 
preceded them. It would be an abuse’ of a’kindness and gener- 
osity which must necessarily have its limits. It is therefore proper 
that their journey to their respective posts be made at the expense 
of the Missions where they are- going to: exercise the functions of, 
their holy ministry, 

I will confess it frankly, sir, it seems to, me that I do not pereeivè 
any more in the honorable company those benevolent dispositions 
which jt’used heretofore to manifest in ‘behalf of the estahlish ment 
of our Catholic Mission. My apprehensions are justified to a cer- 
tain extent by the difficulty put in the granting of the permission to 
increase them. Charged by Divine Pravidence with the eare df so 
many poor infidels who inhabit that vast extent- of territory which 
the company possesses in America, I must spare no effort to spread 
among them the knowledge and benefits of religion. If, then, I 
cannot do it as heretofore, with the co-opération of the company, 
(which I would very sincerely regret,) it will bẹ my duty to en- 

eavor to do it without it. Being unable to avail myselfany longer 
of the means of conveyance whieh the generosity of the eompan 
afforded me, for the sending of priests into our Missions, I will be 
obliged to have recourse to other means, which will be of course 
more expensive and difficult, but through which I will be enabled 
to continue an undertaking to which I could not tail to bear the 
most lively interest, without transgressing one of the first duties of 
-my office. 5 

Whatever may happen, I pray that God may continue to preserve 
between the members ofthe company and our Missionaries, that 
good harmony which has constantly existed between them since 
they first commenced their mutual intercourse, and which cannot 
fail to be useful to both in the respective object they have in view. 

Please submit the present to the Governor and committee of the 
honorable company at London, and inform me at your earliest 
leisure of their decision on my request. 

I have the honor to be, &c., &., 
t JOS, Catholie Bishop of Quebec. 


” 


Lonpon, Hupson’s Bay Houss, 
- > 20th December, 1840. 
My Lorn: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
lordship’s letter of the 28th October, requesting passages in the 
canoes next summer for one Missionary to the Columbia river, 
and for two Missionaries to Red river settlement. That letter I 
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have laid before the Governor and committee, and in reply I am 
instructed to say that they have every desire to promote the moral 
and religious instruction of the natives, and that they are willing to 
render such facilities towards those ends as may be consistent with 
existing circumstances. - 

The Governor andcommittee are not at all satisfied that the 
measures which have been recently adopted, under your lordship’s 
direction, for the purpose of advancing religious instruction on the 
west side of the mountains, have been attended with the benefit so 
‘earnestly desired. Many reports bave reached them in regard to the 
causes that have operated. against their success, but until they re- 
ceive my report on the state of the Mission, after my arrival in the 
Columbia next year, I am instructed to say the Governor and com- 
mittee are unwilling to comply with your lordship’s request in refer- 
ence to a passage for a Missionary thither by the spring canoes, 

With regard to the passages required to Red river, I am further 
desired ta say, that accommodation will be afforded for one priest 
to relieve Mr. Mayrand, but until they have received my report 
from Red river next year in regard to the Roman Catholic Mission 
under the direction of Mr. Belcourt, they must decline affording 
the passage to Red river required for the other priest, 

In reference to your lordship’s remark, that “the Governor and 
committee do not manifest those benevolent feelings which they 
have hitherto done with respect to the. Roman Catholic Missions,” 
I must say that the observation appears to me both unjust and 
uncalled for, and that a retrospect of what has, been done by the 
Governor and committee is only necessary to show how earnest 
their desire has been to afford to the natives, where euch could be 
done with any reasonable prospect of success, the blessings of civili- 
zation and religious instruction; but much as the company admired 
the zeal with which the Missions, established in the interior under 
your lordship’s directions, have been conducted, they do not feel 
that they would be justified in aflording the Roman Catholic faith 
their entire support, to the exclusion of Protestant influence, in the 
extended field of their operations and trade. 

With great consideration, I have the honor to be, my lord, 

Your lordship’s most obedient, humble servant, 
GEO. SIMPSON. 
To the Right Reverend Lord Bishop of Quebec. 


QUEBEC, April 2, 1841. 


Sir Gores: I have received in its time the letter which you 
did me the honor to write to me from London, on the 20th Decem- 
ber last, informing me that the Governor and committee of the 
honorable Hudson’s Bay Company granted a passage in one of the 
canoes which shall scon leave for led river, to a priest who is going 
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to replace Mr. Mayrand in that Mission; but that they could not 
grant the same advantage to dther priests whom I intended to send 
as well to Red river as to Columbia, before they receive your report 
on the state of those two Missions which you are going to visit. 

hough I have obtained but a part of what I asked the company, 
Tam not the less thankful for what it was pleased to do. If any- 
thing pains me on account of its refusing me the other passages 
which I had asked, it is not so much the delay which will necessa- 
rily result from it to the progress of those two important Missions, 
as the fear least it might be imposed upon by false reports in regard 
to the result of the labors of our Missionaries, and might be induced 
thereby to withdraw from them its former protection. 

When in my letter of the 28th of October, I took the liberty to 

remark that I thought I did not perceive in the company the 
benevolent disposition which it showed heretofore towards the 
establishment of our Catholic Missions, I was far from forgetting 
the services which it has rendered them until now with so much 
liberality. The words which I used, if they expressed my fears, 
showed, however, that I knew how to appreciate the past and do 
justice to the zeal with which the company has endeavored to 
spread religion and civilization among the Indians, and has: co- 
operated in this respect with the efforts of our Missionaries. 
- I will take the liberty to make a remark in regard to the dispo- 
sition in which. you say the company is not to grant its full support 
to the Catholie religion in its possessions, to the exclusion of Pro- 
testant influence. This remark is, that it is very difficult to bring 
our poor Indians to share the benefits of religion and civilization, 
when they see men’ seeking apparently the same end, teach them 
doctrines so different. Their reason being not sufficiently enlight- 
ened to enable them to make a choice, they will be induced to 
remain what they are, and then the intention of the company shall 
be frustrated; or if somle listen to the Catholic Missionariés, and 
others to the Protestant missionaries, it 1s to be feared that rivalries 
and religious dissensions, ‘such’ as produce so many troubles in 
civilized countries, might arise among them. 

As to you, Sir George, I know from the Bishop of Juliopolis and 
Mr. Belcourt, who entertain for you the highest esteem, that if our 
Missions experience some obstacles, you are far from being the 
cause of it; and it is with a very sensible pleasure that I see you 
are charged by the company to examine by yourself the state of 
the Missions of Red river and the Columbia. Such an examination, 
made by a person so impartial, will contribute uridoubtedly to dissi- 
pate certain prejudices which oppose the progress of those Missions. 

Wishing that the Lord may protect you in the long and painful 
journeys which you are soon to undertake, I remain, with the senti- 
ments of the most perfect consideration, Sir George, 

Your most humble, obedient servant, 
i + JOS., Catholic Bishop of Quebec. 
Sır Guorar SIMPSON, ge., fe., Montreal. 
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La CHINE, MONTREAL, 15th April, 1841. 


. My Lorn: I have the bonor to acknowledge recelpt of your 
lordship’s letter of 2nd April, and have to thank you very muc 
for the kind expressions therein coutained. 

Lam now entering upon 4 very extended tour, in the course of 
which I hope to see the gentlemen in charge of the Roman Catho- 
lic Missions, both at Red river settlement and the Columbia river; — 
and your lordship may rest assured that my report to the Governor 
and committee in reference to those Missions will be strictly im- 

artial. 
P The season continued so backward that I fear it will not be pos- 
sible to start from hence so early as I could wish, but as we have 
reason to expect a change from the present exceedingly cold weather, 
I think it may be well that the Missionary who is to proceed to the 
interior, should be at hand and in readiness to take -his passage 
about the time originally determined. 

A few days ago I received a packet from Red river settlement, 
bringing advices from thence up to the 25th Januaty. By that 
packet your lordship no doubt received letters from our much 
valued friends of the Catholic Mission, who I trust wéré in good 
health. . 

With much consideration, [ have the honor to be, my lord, 

~ Your lordships’s most obedient, humble servant, 


GEO. SIMPSON. 
D. 
EXTRACTS OF LETTERS 


From the Bishop of Juliopolis (Red River) to Rev. F. N. Blanchet, 
‘Oregon. 


Rep River, June 31, 1840. ` 

x % * % 7 O€ $ * _ * * 
The Bishop of Quebec informs you of the good intention he had 
to succor you as well as myself; the company. has refused passages 
every where. It has taken over three (Protestant) ministers, one 
of whom remains at Rainy lake; the two others are gone to Fort 
Cumberland or thereabout, to evangelize Indians, to‘'whom I 
intended to send Mr. Thibault, who is at this moment with the 
hunters. * * * * * Mr, Choiselat. Gallien, of Paris, writes 
to me that he has forwarded to your address a box containing many 
articles, the list of which he did not send me; it costs 1,900 franes, 
though many of those articles are given. You must be pretty well 
furnished now. * * žo k * * * 


From the same to the same, August 10th, 1842. ` 
* KK Xoo k, 3 

Mr. Finlayson tells me that ‘the council has voted an allowance 
of £100 per annuni in behalf of your Mission. ‘It will help you to 
pay yonr expenses, which amount high. If the two co-laborers who 
have arrived for you increase them in proportion, yo will not 
stand it. * * a a ** ko o oe 

I have received your draft of £151:2.7. Ihave signed another’, 
one to the address of Mr, Mailly, te whom E had told the Bishop of 
Quebec to send it if it reached him. 


For Pastoral letter of the Bishop of Juliopolis to the Catholics 
established on the river Willamette, dated 5th July, 1838, see end 
of EVIDENCE. e 


Erom the Bishop of Quebec to the same. ` 


QUEBEC, August 80th, 1841.. 

My Dear Granp Vicar: Iam highly rejoiced at being able to 
send you two excellent co-laborers, as-I had given you to hope in 
my letter of the 17th of April last. They are Messrs, Authony 
Langtois, heretofore Vicar of St. Mary, of the Beance, and John 
Baptist Boldue, who has been ordained priest only eight days ago ;' 
I present them to you as two young priests of a solid virtue, of great 
piety and ardent zeal for the salvation of souls, these qualijies being 
strengthened by more than ‘ordinary talents. 

I have honored the draft of .£342.7.9, which you had addressed 
me in behalf of the company. In order that the amount of this draft 
be received in London in sterling, I have paid here the sum of 
£419 8.5. As only £200 have been voted this year by tha Propa- 
gation of the Faith for your Mission, and as it has been necessary to 
incur large expenses in procuring the effects necessary for the new 
Missionaries, I have taken but £119.8.5 out of that sum to.pay the 
draft. Itook the balance in the treasury of Red river, with the 
authorization of the Bishop of Juliopolis. l 

The receipt of our association on the 1st of June last, amounted 
to the sum of £1,649.11.6. Out of thatamount only £1,151.19.0 
were voted for the Missions, the balance, amounting to £497.12.6, 
having been kept for the expenses of our Missionary’s journey. 
These will be put in possession of £460 for that object, this. sum 
seeming more than suficient, according to the information receiveil, -~ 
to enable them to reach their destination. al $ i * 
Affidavit of Most Rev.: Francis Norbert Blanchet, Archbiehop. of 

Oregon City. ae, aoe! 

L.arrived at Fort Vancouver on the 24th of November, 1888, in 

company with Mr. Modeste Demers, now Bishop of Vancouver's 
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island, as my missionary associate. We were sent by the Catholic 
Bishop of Quebec, Canada, “to that part of the diocese of Quebec 
which is situated betweenithe Pacific ocean and the Rocky Moun- 
tains.” Our instructions, contained in a-document dated April 17, 
1838, were: 

1. To consider as the first object of our Mission the drawing out 
from barbarity and disorders the Indian nations spread in that 
country. 2 

2. To consider as the second object of such Mission, the attend- 
ing of the spiritual necessities of the christians, who, having adopted 
the morals of the Indians, lived in licentiousness and the forget- 
fulness of their duties. t 

8. To preach the gospel on every opportunity, either in publie or 
in private, to study the Indian languages so as to be able to publish 
a grammar of them; to prepare without delay for baptism the 
Indianu women married to white men, so as to be enabled to vali- 
date their marriages; to give christian instruction to children, estab- 
lishing for that purpose, as much as our means would permit, 
schools and catechisms in every tribe that we should have an 
opportunity to visit. | 

In virtue of these instructions, our first establishment was to be 
made on the Cowlitz river. Our means of existence were to come 
partly from the Association for the Propagation of the Faith, and 
partly from the contributions of the settlers and natives of this 
country. 

We came on the canoes of the Hudson’s Bay Company, a free 
passage having been offered for us to the Bishop of Quebec by said 
company, and accepted with gratitude. But from the very moment 
we left Canada to the present time, we never were attached to that 
company, in any respect, either as members, clerks or chaplains. 
‘We were never bound to render them any service, either spiritual 
or temporal; nor did we ever receive anything from them for what- 
ever religious services we voluntarily rendered them, but the kind 
hospitality they were used to give freely.to every stranger. Our 
means of personal existence and of supporting our Missions in this 
country, from their very commencement to the present time, were 
mainly from the Association for the Propagation of the Faith 
existing in Europe and Canada, besides large contributions in 
Europe and Canada, and small voluntary contributions of the few 
Catholic settlers of this country. In addition to this, the Hudson’s 
Bay Company was pleased in 184% to place to the credit of the 
Oregon Mission the annual sum of one hundred pounds sterling, in 
acknowledgment of its eminent services to the settlers of this part 
of the country at large, as the following true copy ‘of a note 
addressed to me by Dr. John McLaughlin, then Chief Factor of 
said company at Vancouver, testifies. 
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_ Forr Vancouver, Nov. 25, 1842. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR: I have the pleasure to inform you that I am 
instructed to place-one hundred pounds sterling to the credit of 
your Mission, as an acknowledgment of the eminent services you 
and your pious colleague are rendering the people of this part of 
the country; and allow me to‘embrace this opportanity to repeat to 
you.my sentiments of regard, and miy best wishes for the success of 
your endeavors. l 

I am, with the greatest respect, 
Your obedient, humble servant, ` 
` J. McLAUGHLIN. 
To the Rev. F. N. BLANCHET. : 


Having reached Vancouver on the 24th of ‘November, 1838, we 
commenced our missionary labors, which we continued jointly until 
the month of January following, when I left to commence a Mis- 
sion in the Willamette settlement, while Mr. Demers remained and 
spent the rest of the winter at Vanconver, instructing and confirm-, 
ing our new converts in their good dispositions. In the spring’ of 
1839, I commenced the Mission of the Cowlitz settlement, Mr. De- 
mers leaving Vancouver about the same time, visited the\Indians 
of Nisqually, whom he began to instruct, and returned to Vancou- 
ver for the month of June to meet the expedition of New Caledo- 
nia and upper Colunibia, which used to come down every year at 
that time. He remained then one month at Vancouver, whence 
he started for the upper Columbia, and visited Walla-Walla, Oka- 
nagon, Colville, instracting the people and baptizing the children 
that were offered to him for baptism all along the route. His 
journey lasted three months, during which time I took care of the 
faithful of Willamette, Vancouver and Cowlitz. We met again in 
the month of October at Vancouver, which we‘had always con- 
sidered as our place of residence since our coming in 1838. We 
parted a few days after, Mr. Demers going to the Cowlitz; and I 
to the Willamette, in which respective places we spent the winter 
season. We baptized in this first year 809 persons. 

Early in the spring of 1840, we met again at Vancouver to con- 
cert our plans for the season. Soon after I left for Nisqually, and 
Mr. Demers went to visit the Chiuooks, below Astoria and Fort 
George. Having spent three weeks among the Chinooks, Mr. 
Demers came back to Vancouver to meet the expedition of New 
Caledonia, the upper Columbia, and California. He left again 
Vancouver at the end of June, to visit the Indians of the posts of 
Willamette, Okanagan and Colville, as he had done the year before. 
In the spring of the same year, 1840, I was at Nisqually, instructing 
the Indians of that post, whence, upon the invitation of the Indians 
of the lower part of Puget Sound, [proceeded down the Sound, 
visiting those Indians as fat as Whidby’s island, where I estab- 
lished a Mission by planting a cross, teaching the Indians for some 
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tine, baptizing a great numbet of children, reconciling two belli- 
gerent tribes, and establishing a listing peace ameng them. 

After blessing several marriages and baptizing 288 persons in the 
several posta that we visited, we met again in the fall at Vancouver, 
and thence we parted, Mr. Demers going te the Cowlitz, and I to 
the Willamette for the winter season. The persons that we jn- 


structed and baptized in all the posts which we and other Catholic . 


Missionaries used to visit annually, before or after until 1849, either 
at Vancouver, the Willamette, the Cowlitz, Nisqually, or the posts of 
the upper Columbia, were mostly Indians. Besides the women of 
all the whites attached to those establishments, who were all Indians, 
several tribes of Indians were constantly visiting those posts for the 
purpose of trading, and especially Vaneouver, as being the head 
-quarters of the company’s establishments in this country. At Van- 
‘couver there were constantly Indians from different parts of the 
country, in the teaching of whom the Missionary attending at 
Vancolver had to spend part of his time; and there have been 
within my knowledge several hundreds of those Indians baptized 
at this Station from its beginning to the present day. 

In the spring of 1841, Mr. Demers made the usual Mission of 
Vancouver, whence he visited the Indians of Puget Sound. During 
his absence, I visited Vancouver and the Cowlitz, instructing and 
eatechizing the women, children, and other Indians of those posts. 

- In the spring of 1842, Mr. Demers spent some time in attending 
to the Missión of Vancouver, after which he started for New Cale- 
donia, visiting and instructing in lis way up the Indians of Walla 
Walla, Okanagan, &e., &c. During the absence of Mr. Demers, I 
attended the posts of Willamette, Vanconver and Cowlitz, and 
visited the Indians of their neighborhood. 

Two new Missionaries having arrived in the fall of 1842, I took 
charge of Vancouver, where the servants, their wives and children, 
together with the Indians of the neighborhood, constantly asked for 
my ministry. I continued to spend the most of my time in that 
Mission, until the latter part of July, 1844, being then replaced by 
Mr. Demers, who continued in charge of that post until the 19th 
of September of the same year, when Father Nobili had charge of 
it until the 28th of Navember, 1844. At this date, as I had been 
appointed Bishop of the Oregon Mission, I started for Enrope, 
leaving Mr. Demers in charge of the administration of the whole 
Mission. I know of certain knowledge, by the records of the 
Vancouver Station, that the post af Vancouver continued in the 
charge of Father Nobili until the month of June, 1845, when he 
was replaced by Father Devos, who remained in charge of said post 
antil the month of May, 1847, and that the said post was, from 
May to August, temporarily attended by Father Joset and Mr. 
Demers: . ! 

After my return from Europe, I appointed to thb Mission of Van- 
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couver, Mr. Delevaud, who commenced the exercise of his ministry 
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there in thefirst part of October, 1847; and continned it until the 
end of October, 1850, when that post being: separated from theidió- 
cese of Oregon City, I ceased to have any more jurisdiction verit. 
+ FLN, BLANCHET. ~ . 
Archbishop of Oregon City, 


Sworn and subscribed to before me this 25th A.D. 1855 
J. D. BILES, 


Deputy Clerk for the U. 8. District Court within and 
for the County of Clark, and Territory of Washington. 
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Depositions taken before Surveyor General of Washington Territory at 
Vancowver, W. T., pursuant to notice, 1860. i 


Deposition of ARCHBISHOP BLANCHET. 
Questions by Me . Farrar. 


Int. 1. What is your name, age, occupation, and where do you 
reside? Answer. Francis N. Blanchet; age sixty‘four years; am 
Catholic Archbishop of Oregon city, and reside at Oregon city, in 
the State of Oregon. a 

Int. 2. Do you or not know who was the Catholic Bishop of 
Juliopolis at Red river, in the year A. D. 1835? Answer. Yes 
gir. 

Int. 3. Are you or not acquainted with the handwriting of said 
Catholic Bishop? Answer. Iam. 

Int. 4. Examine the letter now handed yon, and answer, if it is 
in the handwriting and signed by said Bishop of Juliopolis? 
Answer. This letter was written and signed by the said Catholic 
Bishop of Juliopolis, (see exhibit “A,” referred to in this deposition 
of Archbishop Blanchet; its admission objected to by Myr, Hol- 
brook: exhibit filed.) i 

Int. 5. Examine the paper now hàndeil you, marked exhibit “B,” 
aud answer if you know whose handwriting it is, and by whom 
signed, and if so, state whose writing and signature it is? Answer. 
This letter was written and signed by the Bishop of Juliopolis; It 
is like the other, his genuine signature, (see exhibit * B;” itsin- 
troduction objected to by Mr. Holbrook? exhibit filed.) 

Int. 6. Were you or not acquainted with the handwriting and 
signature of Joseph Signayé, who was the Catholic Bishop of 
Quebec in Canada, in the year A. D. 1888? Answer. Yes, sir. 

Int. 7. Examine the paper now handed you, and answer if you 
know by whom it was signed? (Exhibit,“C.") Answer. I know 
the siguature; it is the genuine signature of the Catholic Bishop 
of Quebec, in 1838. (See exhibit * O,” filed with this deposition : 
objected to by Mr. Holbrook ?) - eo 
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Int. 8. When did you first come to Oregon, and in what capacity? 
Answer. I came to Oregon November 24th, A. D. 1838; I arrived 
at, Vancouver at that time. I came as the Cathdlie Vicar General 
of the Bishop of Quebec. i ` 

Int. 9. Was you then a Catholic Priest? Answer. Yes sir. 

Int. 10. State whether or not any Catholic Priest came then to 
Oregon with you; and if so who was he and where is he now? 
Answer. The Rev. Mr. Demers came with meas a priest. Ie is 
now Bishop of Vancouver’s island. 

Int. 11. State whether or not any written instructions by the 
Bishop of Quebec were given you, and by you brought to Oregon, 
in 1838? (Objected to by Holbrook.) Answer. There were writ- 
ten instructions given us by the Bishop of Quebec, and we brought 
them to Oregon. 

Int. 12. State whether or not these (Exhihit “C”) are the origi- 
nal instructions given, you by the Bishop of Quebec? (Objected to 
by Mr. Holbrook.) Answer. These (Exhibit ‘C”’) are the instruc- 
tions signed by the Bishop of Quebec, and by him given to us upon 
leaving for Oregon as Missionaries to that country. 

Int. 18. Upon what business, or for what purpose, did you come to 
Oregon, in 1838? Answer. To attend to the establishment of reli- 

ious Missions in Oregon. l 

Int. 14. State whether or not yourself and Rev. M. Demers did 
establish in Oregon any religious Missions or Stations after your 
arrival here? Auswer. Yes, sir, we did. 

Ini. 14. State whether or not you established a Catholic Mission 
Station at Vancouver, and if so, when ? (Objected to by Holbrook,) 
Answer. We did in the year 1838. : 

Int. 15. State whether or not you established any other Catholic - 
Mission Station or Stations in Oregon before the fall of 1844? 
Answer. We did; one in Cowlitz, one in the Willamette, and 
visited many other places; we visited Nisqually, Whidby’s island, 
Colville, and many other places. At Whidby’s island we had a, 
building, and in New Caledonia, too. 

Int. 16. When you established the Mission Station at Vancouver, 
in 1888, state whether or not there were many Indians at and near 
Vancouver? Answer. There were many Indians in the neighbor- 
hood; some belonged to the place, and some came from afar. 

Int. 17. Down to what time did you remain and act as Vicar 
General in Oregon for the Bishop of Quebec? Answer. Until I 
was appointed @ Bishop in A. D. 1843. _ 

Int. 18. State what was your name, title or official designation as 
Bishop in 1843? Answer. I was appointed Bishop of Philadelphia 
in partibus. The title was changed to that of Bishop of Drasa. I 
do not now recollect when the name or title was changed. I did 
not hear of my appointment as Bishop until the full of 1844, 

Int. 19. From the time you came to Vancouver in 1888 to the 
time you received intelligence in 1844 of your appointment as 
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Bishop, whee and how did you use the time; how were you en- 
gaged? Answer., We were engaged in Missionary labor at Van- 
couver, Cowlitz, Willamette,’ Puget, Sound, Whidby’s island, the 
upper Columbia river, as well as the lower part atid at Clackamas. 

‘Int. 20. With, or among what péople did you render such mis- 
sionary labors during that time? : Answer. Among the Indians 
and whites. se : 

Int. 21. During that time did you do any missionary work or 
labor amongst the Indians at Vancouver? Answer. Yes sir, we 
did a great deal. l f 

Int. 22. State the character of that missionary work amongst the 
Indians at, Vancouver ? | | ` 

Answer. We taught them the catechism, prayers, Catholic -doc- 
trines; we baptized and married, administered to them at the 
moment of death, and buried Indians with Christian burial. 
| Int. 23. State whether or not communion was administered to 
any Indians at Vancouver? - a3 

Answer. I have no certain recollection; it might: have been to 
Indian wives of whites. 

Int. 24. State whether or not Indian men, women, and children 
were taught or instructed by you at Vancouver? Answer. Yes, sit, 
and many times when I was here I was giving instruction to Indian 
men, women and children. This was also given to Indian wives of 
whites, but to all other Indians who eame to hear us. 

Int. 25. From the time ofthe establishment ofthe Missionary Station 
at Vancover in 1888 to the fall of 1844, was said Station kept up or 
maintained amongst the Indians? Answer. Yes, sir, most generally. 

Int. 26. When you say the Mission Station was kept up “most 
generally,” please state what we are to understand by the words 
“most generally?” Answer. I mean that there being in the begin- 
ning but two priests in Oregon, we were necessarily absent from 
Vancouver at times, but that would not be long ata time. But in 
1842 there arrived two other priests; then we dedicated more time 
to Vancouver, to that Station. ar: 

Int. 27. State the names of the priests who arrived in 1842? ‘An- 
swer. The Rev. Father Langlois and the Rev. Father Bolduc. 

Int. 28. Where are these priests now? Answer. Both returned 
to Canada. . 

Int. 29, When did they leave Oregon? Answer. To the best 
of my recollection Mr. Langlois left Oregon for California in 1849, 
and Mr. Bolduc left for Canada in 1852. or 1858 or thereabouts. 

Int. 80 When did you last hear where they were? „Answer. 
Sometime in 1859 I saw them both in Canada. ` 

Int. 81. Before the full of 1844, did any other Catholie priest 
come to Oregon? Answer. Yes,.sir, Father De Smet and some of 
his colleagues, and established a Mission among the Flathead In- 
dians, and other Missions in the Rocky Mountains. 

‘Int. 32. State whether or not you left Oregon in the fallof 1844, 
and if so, how long were you absent? Answer. I left Oregon in 
December, 1844, for Europe, and returned here in August, 1847. 

Int. 83. At the time of your leaving in December, 1844, was the 
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Mission Station at Vancouver in existence or not, and ifin existence 
and operation, what priest was in charge? Answer, It was in ex- 
istence, and under the charge of Father Demers. I think he was 
here, 

Int. 84. From 1888 to the time you léft Oregon in 1844, where 
were religious services held at Vancouver? > Answer. In the old 
store inside of the pickets. l i 

Int. 85. Was that room or.-building during that time, used for 
any other than religious and Missiotiary services and labors? An- 
swer. It was used only fur Catholic religious services and Mission- 
ary labors. 

Int. 35. State who attended services there in that building? 
Answer. Servants of the Hudson’s Bay Company, their wives and 
children, Indians of the place and neighborhood; Dr. McLanghiin 
often came, and others. 

Int. 86. Before 1844 had you purchased or obtained any place or 
building at Vancouver outside of the pickets or fort of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company for any purpose whatsoever? Answer. I had not 
purchased, but had obtained a piece of ground that was intended for 
the building ofa Church for this Station; the conrpairy was not wil- 
ling to sell. That piece of ground was shown-to me trom the saw- 
mill west, and including the present site. We were allowed to fence 
it, but our means did notallow as to doso. This land was east of the 
present Catholic Church, and -near an old mill or mills, and ex- 
tended thence west, but I do not well recollect now bow far west it 
came. I think the Church now stands on this land, Before I left 
for Europe I recommended Rev. M. Demers to build a Church on 
that land. 

Int. 87. By whom was this land shown to you? Answer. To 
the best of my recollection it was by James Donglas, Esq., Chief 
Factor of the company and Governor of the fort, in absence-of Dr. 
McLaughlin. 

Int. 38. Did you or not before leaving Oregon in 1844, purchase 
any building at Vancouver? Answer. Jes, I did from one of the 
company servants. 

Int. 89. What building, and for what purpose? Answer. For 
fhe purpose of teaching Indians and the Indian women and chiidren 
of the company’s servants outside of the fort. 

Iut. 40. State whether or not you used that building as a place 
for the instruction of the Indians at Vancouver, aud in its vicinity ? 
Answer. Yes, we did. 

. Int. 41. When did you buy that building? Answer. [think in 
1839 or 1840. 

Int. 42. Was it in use by you for the same purposes up to the 
` time you left Oregon in 1844? Answer. ThatIcan’tsay; Isuppose 
it was. 

Int. 48. On your return to Vancouver in 1847, in what condition 
did you find this Mission Station, and who was, if'any one, in charge 
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as the Missionary priest? Answer. I found the Mission Station in 
charge of Vicar General Demers. 

Int. 44. Where were the religiotis services then held? Answer. 
In the present Church building. i 

Int. 45. Since then, dd yeu Know whether any repairs or improve- 
ment have been made upon this building, and if so, by whom, and 
when? Answer I have been told that sorme repairs have been 
made; of my own knowledge I know repairs have been made oflate 
years; these repairs have all been at the expense of the Bishop of 
Nisqually. a i P 

Int. 46. State whether or not thére was a Catholic Mission Sta- 
tion at Vancouver amongst tbe Indian tribes on the 14th day of 
August, 1848? Answer. There was: Father Delevaud was the head 
of the Station; he was appointed to thié Station in 1847 by me after 
my arrival from Europe; this part of the country was not & part of 
my diocese, ‘but it was under my jurisdiction. 

Int. 47. Was it the sume Missionary Station you had founded in 
1838? Answer. It was the same. 

Int. 48. Whether or not there has been a Catholic Church and 
service here since then, until now? Answer: Yes, sir: 

Int. 49. At what time did you cease to exercise jurisdiction. over 
the part of the country which includes Vancouver? Answer. In ` 
the year 1850, when the Bishop of Walla Walla was appointed Bishop 
of Nisqually, and came here and took possession of the’ place. ` 

Int. 50. State the full name of the Bishop of Nisqually? Ans- 
wer. A. M. A. Blanchet. 

Int. 51. You have stated that you gave this Mission in charge of 
Father Delevaud in 1847; state how long he continued iv charge 
thereof? Answer. He continued in charge until the fall of 1850; 
he was here all that time. 

Int. 62. State how the Oregon Catholic Mission has’ been sus- 
tained from the first, or supported? (Objected to.) Answer. By 
the Society of the Propagation of the Faith of Quebec, by a like se- 
ciety in France, by subscriptions of the servants of the H. B. Qo., 
donations of the H. B. Co., made yearly-since 1842, by the products 
of our farms at St: Paul and the Cowlitz, and by donations from 
other persons. ; : 

Int. 68. State whether or not you or any other Catholic priest 
were ever in the service of the H. B. Go. in Oregon as chaplains, 
or in any other capacity? (That part of the question as to other 
Catholic priests, objected to by Mr. Holbrook.) Answer. Never... 

Iut. 54. State whether you or any Catholic Missionary priest ever 
had any contract or agreement with the H. B. Co. to act as 
chaplains at Vancouver? (Same abjection as above.) Answer. 
Never. ee 

int. 55. Were you ever, or was any Catholic Missionary priest in 
Oregon a chaplain.to the H. B.: Co., at Fort Vancouver or else- 
where in Oregon? (Same objection as above.) Answer. No, sir, 
never, 
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Int. 56. From the time of your arrival in 1888 to the fall of 1850, 
have-you or not been at the head of the Catholic Missionaries and 
priests in Oregon? Answer. Yes, sir; with the exception of those 
in the Dioces of Walla Walla. ' 

Int. 57. Was Vancouver a part of the diocese of Walla Walla at 
any time? Answer. No, sir. ' l 

Int. 58. Did yon ever know or hear of any Catholic priest -being 
chaplain of the Hudson’s Bay Company at Vancouver, ‘from 1838 
to the fall of 1850, or any time between those dates? Answer. No, 
sir, never. . 

Int. 59. State if you know who succeeded Rev. Mr. Delevaud at 
Vancouver in 1850? Answer. The Bishop of Walla Walla had 
been appointed Bishop of Nisqually, and came here aud took posses- 
sion of the place; I understand Rev. Father Brouillet took the 
place of Father Delevand. 7 ; 

Int. 60. Do you or not know who is the Catholic priest now in 
charge? Answer. It is the Very Rev. J. B. Brouillet. 

Int. 61. Where is Rev. Mr. Delevaud now, if you know? Ans. 
I cannot say where he is; when he left here he went to California, 
and from thence to Mexico. 

Int. 62. When did he go to Mexico? Answer. Ile left Oregon, 
I think, in 1851. 

Per 63. Do you, or not, know where he may be found? Answer. 

O, Sire 

Int. 64. How long is it since you last heard of him? Answer. 
In the fall of 1852 I then heard he had gone to Mexico. 

Int. 65. Examine the statement of account now handed you, and 
answer if it was rendered to you as a statement of the account of 
the Catholic Mission in Oregon with the Hudson’s Bay Company? 
(It is paper, a part of the writing of which was sworn to by A. 
McKinlay, as written by McTavish?) (Question objected to by Mr. 
Holbrook.) Answer. Yes, sir; (see exhibit “ D.) It is one of the 
recapitulations of our accounts with the Hudson’s Bay Company. 

Int. 66. What is the meaning of these words and figures in this 
exhibit “D.,” “ By amount allowed the Mission by the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, £1007” Answer. It means an allowance yearly 
granted by the Hudson’s Bay Company, for acknowledgment of our 
services rendered to the country since 1842. 

Int. 67. Was it or not paid or allowed ’for the use and benefit of 
the Oregon Catholic Mission, or for any one Station of that Mis- 
sion? Answer. By the tenor of the note or letter sent to me by 
Dr. McLaughlin, it appears that it was for the Mission in general. 

Int. 68. State if you know where that letter from Dr. McLaugh- 
lin is? Answer. The letter is lost, but I had a copy of it in my 
register, made by me before it was lost. This register contains 
copies of all important papers and letters relating to my diocese. 
-‘Int 69. Examine the paper now handed you, and answer if the 
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signature thereon is yours, and signed by you? Answer. It is. 
(Marked exhibit “ E.”) . 

Int. 70. Examine exhibit “E,” and answer if you find what pur- 
ports to be a copy of that lost letter from Dr. McLaughlin’ to 
you; and ‘state whether or not it is a true and:full copy of said 
original letter from Dr. McLaughlin? ‘Answer. It is, l 

a 71. Was that'sum of one hundred pounds per year ever paid 
to any other priest or person than yourself? Answer. Only to 
myself as chief of the Oregon Mission, and used for the whole of 
the Oregon Mission. E : 

Int. 72. From the time of your coming to the country in 1838, to 
the fall of 1844, where did you live when at Vancouver? ,Answer. 
Inside of the picket, in a room of the Hudson’s Bay Company. 

Int. 78. State whether you ever paid to the company anything 
for board? Answer. Never. SE 

Int. 74. State whether or not you ever offered to pay them for 
your board? Answer. Yes, sir, when I had bought that little 
house; we were afraid'to be too much charge to the company; I 
told the Governor we would live outside and pay the expense of 
our living. The answer made was, that we were not a burden to 
the Hudson’s Bay Company. I said we were afraid we were trouble- 
some to the'company. The answer was, as I have above stated. 
The company or its officers were very kind and generous to us. 
*~-fnt. 75. Were you or not the Bishop of Drasa in the year 1846 ? 
Answer. Iwas; I was appointed Archbishop of Oregon City that 
same year, in July; I think I first knew of my appoiutment as 
such Archbishop some weeks after. i 

Int. T6. At any time since the building of the present Church 
edifice, has the Hudson’s Bay Company ever made to you any pre- 

“tensions or claim of right or ownership to the same? Answer. 
No sir; never. 


Cross-ezamination by Mr. E. Holbrook. 


Int. 1. When did you first hear of the claim made to the land at 
Vancouver as a Mission Station? Answer, I can’t say, exactly; I 
knew it was not to be claimed as long as the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany was in possession of it. 

Int. 2. In 1848, was the Mission in possession of any land? 
Answer, It was in possession of the land where the Church is. 

Int. 8. From what source did it get that Jand? Answer. From 
Mr. Douglas, who showed me the place; ‘this was done at my 
request, that we might have a more established place. , 

Int. 4, Did the Mission ever acquire any tight to that land except 
by the consent or permission of-Mr. Douglas? (Objected to by Mr. 
Farrar.) ‘Answer. No, it did not; there was no other way. ` 

Int. 5. Has the Mission ever claimed to exercise ownership over 
any part of the land, except that on which the Cliurch was built? 


> 


3 


28 


Answer. Na, we did not, exeept what was granted for the Chureh, 
and we expected to have a deed for that land from the Hudson's 
Bay Company, when the eompany could give one. 

Int. 6. In 1848, where did Mr. Delevaud reside? Answer. Inside 
of the piekets of the Hudson’s Bay Company. 

Int. 7. Where in 1849, and till he left? .Answer. Ih the same ' 
place. ao oa / 

Int. 8. Did you, or any other priest, before 1850, live anywhere 
about Vancouver except within the company’s pickets? Answer. 
No, sir. ; 

Tnt. 9. From whom did you buy the small house, spoken of by 
you in your testimony? Answer. I don’t recollect the name. 

Int. 10. Where was it? Answer. West of the Fort. 

Int. 11. Did not the company own all the buildings occupied by 
its servants? Answer. I think not; they belonged to the servants, 
and they sold them. 
Int. 12. Did you buy any land with the house? Answer. No, 
sir. 

Int. 13. Did you buy anything but the use of the house? Ans. 
I bought the house. 

Int. 14. Did the company know that you bought it? Answer. I 
suppose they did. 

Int. 15. How much did you give for it? Answer. Between 
twenty and twenty-five dollars. : 

Int. 16. Who erected the Church? Answer. The Hudson’s Bay’ 
Company, or Mr. Douglas 

Int. 17. Did you ever pay anything for its erection? Answer. 
No, sir. . 

Tat. 18 What expense was ever incurred for the establishment 
of the Mission before 1848 or in any part of that year? Answer. 
None was ever incurred for the Church, or the support of priests ` 
or fuel, by any one except the Hudson’s Bay Company; the Mission 
provided Church farniture for service, but nothing else. 

Int. 19. Do you not know that the Hudson’s Bay Company 
leased part of the Church building in 1849 or 1850 to Lieutenant 
Denman? Answer. I heard there was-a little house outside leased 
in that way. 

Int. 20. Was not that house claimed as part of the Church or 
Mission property? Answer. It was attached to the Church, and 
was built for the lodging of the priest; but not being finished, 
Father Delevaud could not have his lodging in it. 

Int. 21. Who owned it in 1850? Answer. I can’t say, as I was 
not here before the Bishop of Nisqually arrived. 

Int. 22. Who owned it in.1848? Answer. I cannot say. 

Int, 28, Who built it? Answer. Mr. Douglas, Chief Factor of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company at the time he built the Church. 

Int. 24. Can you tell when you frst heard of the intention of the 

Bishop of Nisqually to claim this as a Mission Station? Answer. 
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I can't say; I was gone from 1855 to 1857; ani:don’t recollect that 
I heard of it before I left. 

Int. 25. Was there not a Mission at Qregon City in 1848, as much 
as at Vancouver, or even more so? (Objected.to by-Mr, Farrar) - 
Answer. Yes, we had a Mission .there—a Station; - we had a 
Church, and property in lots. 

Int. 26. Do you know of the Mission at Vancouver ever pre 
tending to own any land, except what was pointed out to you. by 
Mr. Douglas, as a place to build your Church? Answer. I do-not; 
I have already answered so. 


Questions by the Surveyor General. 


Int. 1. In what langnage were the Indians taught or instructed 
here? Answer., In the Chinook, and in the French; some of the 
women who knew the French were. l 


Questions by Ur. Farrar. 


Int. 1. When you state to Mr. Holbrook. that the Mission has 
never claimed to exercise ownership over any part of the land 
except that on which the Church is built, did: you, or not,-mean to 
be understood that sinve the Bishop of Nisqually has been hére, that 
he has not claimed the ownership of the land forthe Mission? Ans. 
No, sir,’ I only spoke of the time when I had jurisdietion:over this 
side. a 

Int. 2. Did you and other priests ever teach or instruct the In-- 
dians, or any of them, in their native language? Answer. We did 
not in this place; we did in Caledonia, and some other placés. 

Int. 8. Did you, and other privsts, ever give religious instruetions 
tothe Indians here in what is called the Jargon? Answer, Yès, 
sir. ar 

Int. 4. Was, or not, “the Jargon,” the common language in 
which all intercourse between the whites and Indians was con- 
ducted? Answer. It was. ° i a ; n3 
__ Int. 5. Did the Hudson’s Bay Company furnish or provide the 

books, catechisms, testaments for the Church and priest, or any 
other matter or thing of the kind for this Station? Answer., No, 
sir, all these were provided for by the Mission and at its cost—I 
mean by our means—the Oregon Mission. -> 

Int. 6. From 1888 to Aug., 1848, were any presents ofany kind ever 
made by you or any of the priésts to the Indians'at Vancouver ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, from time to time. - ' a 

Int. 7. Who bought or paid for those presents? Answe?. They 
were bought and paid for by us; we bought them of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company ; the account for them’ was to and’ with the Oregon 


Mission. 
F. N. BLANCHET, 
Archbishop of Oregon City. ~- 
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Affiant furthermore says that he did`not mean by his former de- 

` position to be understood that the Hludson’s Bay Company had sup- 

plied the priests of said Vancouver Station anything more than 

their food and lodging at said Vancouver; and he says that all other 

charges and expenditures were made at the expense- of said Mission 

and its patrons, as stated in his said former deposition, and that 
such expenditures were necessarily large. / 


Aaepmeeellatt eterna 
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Deposrtion oF JupGs PETRAIN. 
(1860.) 
Questions by Mr. Farrar. 


Int. 1. What ig your uame, age, occupation, and place of resi- - 
dence? Answer. Joseph Petrain; age forty years; farmer; and 
reside about three miles below Vancouver, on the Columbia river. 
I am the Probate Judge of this (Clarke) county. 

Int. 2. When did you first cometo Oregon? Answer. In the 
vear A. D. 1887; Larrived at Vancouver on the 4th day of Novem- 
ber, 1837. 

\ Int. 3. From that time how long did you live at Vancouver? 
\Answer. Most all of the time since; in the spring of 1838, I went 
down the coast to California, and was absent about three months. 
With the exception of these three months I was at Vancouver all 
the time until the spring of 1849. eh 

Int. 4. Are you or not acquainted with Rev, F. N, Blanchet and 
Modeste Demers, or either of them? Answer. I am very well ac- 
quainted with them. i l 

Int. 5. Were you or not at Vancouver when they-first arrived 
there, and if so, state the time of their arrival? Answer. I was, 
sir; they came here, (Vancouver) some time in November, 1838. 
They were the first Catholic Missionaries who came to Oregon. 

Int. 6. In what capacity did they come to Oregon; what was 
their business or calling? Answer. They came as Missionaries ;* 
they were Catholic Priests. 

Int, 7. When‘they arrivedshere, were you or notin the service 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and if so, up to what time did you 
remain in the employment of the company? Answer. I was sir; 
and remained in the company’s employment till in December, 1848. 

Tnt. 8. Who was the Chief Factor at Vancouver of the Hudson’s 
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Bay Company, in November, 1838? Answer. Dr, John MeLangh- 
lin i 
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in. T 

Int. 10. From the time of the arrival of Messrs. Blanchet and 
Demers, in 1838, did they act arid perform laboy as Missionary 
priests? Answer. Yes, sir; they did. ae >e ; 

Int. 11. Did'they or not establish a Missionary Station at- Van- 
couver? (Objected to by Mr. Holbrook,) Answer. Yes sir, I 
believe so. l : 

Int. 12. State whether or not there has been a Catholic Mission- 
ary Station at Vancouver since 1838 to the present? (Objected 
to by Mr. Holbrook.) Answer. I believe there has always been a 
Catholic Missionary Station at Vancouver, since the arrival of the 
Rev., Father Blanchet and Demers, in 1888, to the present time. 

Int. 13. State whether or not there were many Indians at and 
near Vancouver, in 1838? Answer. Yes, sir, I believe there were 
a great many. 

Int. 14. State whether or not there were many Indians living at 
and near Vancouver, from 1838 to 1849, and between those dates? 
Answer, Yes, sir, from 1887 to 1842 there were from fifteen hun- 
dred to two thousand living at Vancouver. In. the, summer time 
they used to go away after berries for their winter support. - 

Int. 15. From 1842 to 1849 about how many Indians. were there 
at Vancouver? Answer. Not a great many; from three to five 
hundred. 

Int. 16, Do you or not know of your own knowledge, whether 
Rev. Messrs. Blanchet, Demers, and any other Catholic priest 
preached to and instructed the Indians at and near Vancouver, 
between 1838 and 1849, and in each of these. years? Answer. 
Yes sir, I have seen different Catholic priests instructing and 
preaching to the Indians; I have.bean present several times at such 
instructions. 

‘Int. 17. State whether or not you have seen or heard other Cath- 
olic Missionaries at Vancouver engaged in instructing the Indians ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, Father Chivouze, Father Devos, Father Delevaud, 
Father Langlois, Father Nobili; I don’t now recollect any other 
names; also, Messrs. Blanchet,'the Bishop, aud Mr, Demers. 

Int. 18. State whether or not Indians were in the -practice of 
attending Church services frern 1838 to 1849 at Vancouver? An- 
swer. Yes, sir, until 1855 and 1866. _. sad 7 

Int. 19. Where were the-Church services at -Vancouver held af- 
ter the arrival of the ‘Missionaries in 1838? Answer. Inside of the 
pickets of the company, 

Int. 20, Down to what time? Answer. Down to 1848, 4 or 5. . 

Int. 21, From 1888 to 1846 did you live inside of the pickets of 
the Orany ? Yes, sir, till 1849; I did not understand you; I did_ 
not live inside of the pickets, I lived outside in the camp, My 
house stood near’where Captain Ingall’s stands. 

Int. 22. Were you or not’ often at the building inside-of the 
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pickets which was used for religious purposes by the Missionaries? 
Answer. Yes, sir, most every day. ` ay. 

Int. 28. State whether or not Indians were in the habit of going 
there to Church and instruction? Answer. Yes, sir, a great many 
of them. | j , 

. Tat. 24. Do you know when the present Churcli èdifice was com- 
menced ? Answer. I do not remember the date. 

Int, 25. Can you state about how tong it was from the time the 
work commenced before the Church was dedicated? Answer. It 
was from two to three years. 

Int. 26. Do you or not know who selected the site for the Church ? 
Answer. Dr. McLaughlin and Mr. Douglas. 

- Int. 27. Were you or not present at the time? Answer. I was, 
sir. : 

‘ Int, 28. Who else was? Answer. John Finlay, and the preserit 
Archbishop of Oregon city, and Father Demers; I think that both - 
Messis Blanchet and Demers were present; I am sure Mr. Blanchet 
was. ! 

Int. 29. Were you or not present when the present Church build- 
ing was blessed and dedicated? Answer. I was, sir. 

Int. 30. State whether or not any officer of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company-at Vancouver was present at that dedication? Answer. 
Yes, sit, most every one of thém were present. 

Int. 31. State whether or not Chief Factor Douglas was present ? 
Answer. He was, sir, with all his family. 

Int. 82. State who was the Missionary then in charge of the Sta- 
tion? Answer. Rev. Father Devos, and he officiated at the dedi- 
cation of the Churck. 

Int. 38. State whether or not you signed any book or register as 
: wee of the dedication of the Church? (Objected to.) Answer. 

1d, Sir. f 

Int. 34. Examine the register now handed you, and answer if 
you signed your name as it appears in said register to a record of 
the dedication of the Chureli? Answer. Yes, sir, thatis my signa- 
ture; I know the handwriting of James Douglas, Johna Finlay, and 
Father Devos, and those signatires to the record are their genuine 
signatures. ‘The signatures were all made at the time of the dedi- 
cation of the Church. l = i l 

- Int. 85. Can you now state when said Church was blessed and 
dedicated? Answer. It was in the year of A. D. 1846.. 

Int. 36. Can you state whetlier any repairs were made to,said 
Church building from the time it was dedicated, up to 1852? An- 
swer. Yes, there was a good deal doré to it by the Bishop or Mis- 
BIOR. 

Int. 87. Do you recollect whether the Church was ever re-shin- 
gled, and when? Answer. I recolleet it was, but don’t recollect ex- 
actly the time when; E think it wasin the year of 1852 or 1853. 

Int. 88. At-whose expense? Answer. The Bishop’s. 
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Tnt. 39. State whether the Church hag been extended and en- 
larged, and wheh? Answer, I think it has been made bigger, but 
I can’t tell the year. . , 

Int. 40. State whether or hot there was a Missionary Station at 
Vancouver in Aug., 1848, among thé Indians, and if so, who were 
the Missionary priests thën in charge? Answer. Yes, there was, 
and Rev. Father Delevaud was in chargé of this Mission here. , 

int.41. State whether or not you were married in 1848, and ifso, 
where and by whom? Answer. I was, sir, married in the Church 
building by Father Delevaud; it was ow the 14th day of August, 
1848; Lam mistaken, it was Father Accolti who married me, and 
not Father Delevaud; Father Delevaud was in charge of the Mission 
here then, and Father Accolti was here then on a visit; Father Le 
Bas was also here then. ; 

Int. 42. State whether or not there were any Indians in the 
Church on that day. Answer, There were-some, but I don’t recol- 
lect how many there were. 

Int. 48. State whether or not the” Missionaries were in practice 
of visiting the Indians at their camps in‘ Vaneouver?. Yes, sir, I 
have often been with them inyself and seen them, instruct the Iun- 
dians at their lodges at Vancouver. ` KOE O w pa 

Int. 44 State whether or not you have ever’ been, present when 
the Missionaries baptized Indians at this Mission Station ? „Answer. 
Yes, sir, many times; I recdllect one time when I was a witness to 
the baptizm of over forty Indians; Rev. Mr. Demers was Missionary 
theu; i have seen Fathers Devos and Delevaud baptize. many Ln- 
dians at Vancouver, aud at different times.. ae 

Int. 45. In what tongue or language were the Indians instructed 
by the Missionaries? Answer. In “Jargon,” the French, in Klickatat, 
and I recollect that the’ present Archbishop, (F. N. Blanchet,) in- 
structed the Cascale Indians in their own language or tongue. 

Int. 46. Did you or not ever hear the Missionaries preaching to 
the Indians in the “ Jargon?“ Answer. -Yes, sir, most all of the 
time they did in the “Jargon,” and instrueted them in that tongue; 
the Indians used to sing in Church in the * Jargon.” 

Int. 47. Staté whether or not the Indians knew or had learned 
sọ as to repeat many cantieles in the “Jargon?” Answer. Yes, 
sir, andthe Missionaries taught the catechism to the Indians in the 
““ Jargou;’’ I bave heard the Missionaries here ask questions from 
the catechism in the “ Jargon ;” and the Indians answer the ques- 
tion in the same. " 

Int. 48. State whether or not the servants of the ecampany con 
tributed to the support of the Mission’ Answer. Yes, sir, they did 
I subscribed ten shilling sterling at one time. 

Int. 49. State whether or not the chief officers of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company at Vancouver advised the employees of the company 
to contribute to the support of the Mission? Answer. Yes, sir, I 
have heard Dr. McLaughlin and Chief Factor Douglas many times 
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advise their people to allow something to the support ofithe Mis- 
sionuries and the Mission. ` : ; a 

Int. 50. While in the service of the company, dìd you ever hear 
the Missionaries spoken of or culled chaplaine by the chief officers 
at Vancouver, or by any of the chief officers? Answer. I never 
did; there was at one time a Protestant clergyman at the fort, and 
I don’t know whether he was a chaplain or not. 

Int.51. State whether or nof you ever heard the priests spoken of by <` 
Dr. M:Laughlin or by Gov. Douglas, orif so, what were they called 
by those Hudson’s Bay Company's officers? Answer. Every time 
I had occasion to talk with Dr McLaughlin or with Mr. Douglas, 
they spoke of the priests as Misstonarigs, or as “your Missionary,” 
oras Mr. Blanchet and Mr. Demers. Dr. McLaughlin and Mr. 
Douglas used to talk in French to me and the other Frenchmen 
here. ` 

Int. 52. State whether or not you everheard any of the priests at Van- 
‘couver tell the Indians why they came to Oregon, and who they 
came to instruct, and if so, state the same? (Objected to.) - 

Answer. I have heard them; they used to tell the Indians they 
came to this country to instruct them; they used to tell the Indians 
that their (the Missionaries) chief in Canada sent them here to ìn- 
struct them, to learn them the ways of the whites; | heard Mr. 
Demers tell the whites in the Church once that they were not sent 
out here only to attend to the whites, but they had been sent here 
to attend to the Indians, and that if the whites acted as they had 
been doing they (the Missionaries) would leave, and live altogether 
with the Indians. i 

Int. 58. What was your particular duty while in the employment 
of the IFudson’s Bay Company? Answer. I was the baker for the 
establishment. 

Int. 54. Do you know the small building near the Church on the 
east side? Answer. Yes, sir. i 

Int. 55. Is it or not attached to the Church building? Answer. 
Yes, sir, it used to be. : 

Int. 56. When was it built? Answer. The frame was built the 
same time the Church was. i ' 

Int. 57. For what purpose was it intended? Answer. For the 
dwelling of the priest. : 

Int. 58. Did yon ever know or hear of that small building being 
used for Church services? Answer. No, sir, I have no recollection 
of ever hearing it was; in 1852 or 1858, when the Church was being 
repaired under the direction of Rev. Mr. Brouillet, I think mass was 
said once at least, and perhaps more, in that small building. 

Int. 59. Did you know Amos M. Short? . Answer. Yes, sir. 

Tot. 60. State when he first came to Oregon, if you know? Ans. 
I do not exactly know; I became acquainted-with him in 1846. 

Int. 61. Are you acquainted with the land claim now claimed by 
his widow and heirs? Answer. I am not very positively acquainted 

“ith all the boundaries; I know the land generally. 
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In. t62. State if you know or have heard Short say when he 
made his corners? Answer. In 1850 at his own house, Short told 
me that his claim ran from the southwest corner back north one 
mile, and that-his east line running north from ‘the river was one 
mile and a quarter; I don’t know,that he said that his east and west 
lines running from the river was due north,or nof, ` oa 

Int. 68. Did_you ever-know a Dr. Gardner, and when? Answer. 
I have sean him at Vancouver; was not much acquainted with him; 
I have seen him living in his own. house, which was some three 
hundred yards or more from the, western „wharf; I, can’t say he 
owned the house; he was the only person living in it. 

Int. 64. When was it that you saw Gardiner living there? Ans. 
] think that it was in 1850 or 1851. l 

Int. 65. Do you or not know whether he was a claimant ofa part 
of the land now claimed by Short’s widow and heirs? Answer, I 
don't know, only from. what [have heard from others; J never heard 
Gardner or Short say whether he was or not. . 

Int. 66, State whether or not you have known any other person 
or persons claiming the easterly part of the land now claimed by 
Short’s widow,and heirs? ‘(Question objected to by Mr. Shattuck.) 
Auswer. Yes, sir, I have understood there were other claimants. 

Int. 67. Who were those other claimants? Answer. I heard 
that Gardner claimed the eastern part of the claim, and that Kellogg 
did; I never knew of. this from the claimants, but from others. 
(Question and answer objected to by Mr. Shattuck.) ’ 

Int. 68. Whereis Gardner? Answer. He is dead; he was shot 
by Mr. Short. ; 

Int. 69. State whether or not any other person was shot by Short 
on the same day? Answer. I understood there was; I did not see 
anything of it myself. 22 l S 

Int. 70. State whether or not Gardner was shot on the easterly 
part of this land? Answer. Yes, sir, he was. i 

Int. 71. Was he residing on it then? Answer. Yes, sir. 


Cross-examination by Mr. Holbrook, in behalf of the military reserva- 


tion, ete. 


Int. 4. How old were you when you came to Oregon? Answer. 
I was seventeen years old. ; 

Int. 2nd. Have you any interest in any part of the land in dis- 
pute? Answer. No, I have not. ~ : 

Int. 3. Has any person promised you any. lots or interest in Jard, 
or any benefit if the Mission claims should be confirmed? Answer. 
Not one partieular ; nobody. ever offered.me anything or put me in 
mind of it. i A N ' 

Int..4. Who built the Catholic Church? Answer. The Hudson’s 
Bay Company. i 
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Int. 5. What land did the priest, or what you have called the 
Mission occupy in 1848? Answer. The land on which the Church’ 
is built; I don’t know that they occupied any more. 

Int. 6. Who built the smal] louse adjacent spoken of by yau? 
Answer, The frame was put up by the company; I think it was tin- 
ished by the Mission, though I opn not swear to it. 

Int. 7. What do you mean by saying there was a Mission Station. 
at Vancouver in 1848? Answer. I mean that the successor of the 
first Missionary that was here at that time performed the same du- 
ties that his predecessor did. 

Int. 8. Where did he live? Answer. In that little house near 
the Church; it was in that year orin 1849they made their residence 
there. 

Int. 8. Who was he? Answer. Father Devos; the same who 
dedicated the Church. | 

Int. 10. Who succeeded him? Answer. Father Delevand. 

Int. 11. When did he come? Answer. I don't know when. 

Int. 12. Will you answer he was not here in 1848? Answer. I 
could not; I don’t remember to have seen him. 

Int. 18. Was he not here, and did he live in the fort? Answer. 
Yes, I believe he was. 7 

Int, 14. Did any priest then ever live in the small house in 1848 
or 1849? Answer. Yes, Father Delevaud. 

Int. 15. Will you swear that Father Delevaud did not live in the 
fort all the time he was a priest here? Answer. I cannot tell. 

Int. 16. Can you swear he ever lived in the small honse? Ans. 
Yes, he did; I have seen him sleeping there. 

Int. 17. When; in what year? Answer. In 1850; I am not 
certain I ever saw him tbere before that. 

Int. 18. Don’t you know that the Hudson’s Bay Company leased 
that building to Lieutenant Denman in 1850? Answer. I know 
I saw an officer there; I believe it was Major Simonson. 

Int 16. Did Father Delevaud livethere? Answer. I don’t recol- 
lect; [think he was there with the officer; I can’t tell exactly how 
it was. 

Int. 17. Will you say he ever lived anywhere except in the pick- 
ets of the company? Answer. Yes, sir, he did, in the small house 


by the church. 
Int. 18. You say repairs were made in the Church by the Bishop 


before 1850; what were they? Answer. I did not intend to say 
any were made by the Bishop before 1850; there were none; I 
supposed the question referred tod 842. 

Tnt. 19, When did Delevaud baptize Indians? Answer. I can’t 


tell; at different times. i 
Int. 20. Do you know what his habits were as to temperance and 


chastity? (Objected to by Mr. Farrar.) Answer. I never saw him 
drunk, though I have seen him taking liquor; I never knew or 
heard anything affecting his chastity. -~ 
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‘Int. 21. Did you ever see two thousand Indians at Vancouver? 
Answer. When I first came in the winter, I believe there were 
more than two thousand here at one time. : 
‘Int. 22. Did you ever know the priest to cultivate any lantd, or to 

fence any field before 1850? Answer. I don’t recollect that they - 
did or not. 
Int. 28. When did you first eae that the priest proposed to hold 
a Mission claim here? Answer. I think it was in 1852. 

Int. 24. Before they made this proposition, had not there been a 
military reservation, and lots sold below the reservation for a town 
site? (Objected to by Mr. Farrar.) Answer. I think the reserva- 
tion had been laid out, and some. lots had been sold. 

int. 25. Did not the Hudson's Bay Company own everything 
which was occupied by the Mission in 1848? (Objected ° to by Mr. 
Farrar.) Answer. I don’t know. 

Int. 26. Had not the company built all that the -priests occupied, 
and boarded them, and furnished them with fuel and quartets, till 
that time, and during that year? , Answer. Yes, it had. 

Int. 27. Will you ‘testify that you ever heard Archbishop Blan- 
chet preach in Jargon, or Indian language? Answer. Yes, I have 
many times heard him in Chinook or Jargon. 

Int. 28. Did Délevaud keep up services regularly i in 1848 ? ? Ans. 
I believe so. 

Int. 29. Don’t you know that no service was held for many 
months, except when there was a marriage or burial? Answer. I 
don’t recollect. 

Int. 80. Did you go to Church during that year, except when 
you were married? Answer. I believe I attended Church most 
every Sunday. 

Int. 81. Did you know of any attempt to hold land anywhere 

else except in this county? Answer. Never. 

Int. 82. Did not some of the pricsts propose'a Mission at Third 
Plain? Answer. They never did claim any as a Mission; I had 
bought some land there, a claim frem-Brunel, and sold it to Father 
Le Bas as his personal property, not Mission property ; he took the 
stock and carried it off; I puta cross on it, and I understood two » 
others were put there afterwards in the grave-yard. (Objevted to 
by Mr. Farrar.) 
| Int. 88. Who claims that land now? (Objected to.) Answer. 
Mr. Morrow. 
| Int. 84. Has not some one been trying to get it for the yasi 
Answer. I don’t know; I never heard of any. 

! Int. 35. Iad not the priest Le Bas made some improvements 
there, befure Brunel took the place? Answer. No, I made the 
mprovements after I bought it. 


Cross-examination by E. D, Shattuck, on behalf of Mrs. Short. 
Ques. 1. You speak of the labors of Messrs. Blanchet and De- 
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mers as Missionaries; what do you mean by their lahor as Mission, 
aries? Answer. I mean, to attend to their religious duties towards 
all the people here, whites and Indians. 

Ques, 2. You speak of Missionary Station here;, what do you 
mean -by that expression, Missionary Station ? Answer. It is thei) 
residence at one certain post; the place where they reside, 

Ques. 8. Was this a Missionary Station among the Indian tribes 
in 1848? Answer. I belie#e it was. 

Ques. 4. Explain what you mean by among the Indian tribes? 
Answer. I can’t answer that; I mean where the Indians are residing; 
their native country: there were also over a hundred Sandwich 
islanders here when T first came in 1887, 

Ques. 5. What Indian tribe owned this country about Vancouver 
in 1848? Answer, I believe the Klikatat tribe. 

Ques. 6. How many had their home or regular abiding place a 
or about Vancouver in 1848? Answer. I suppose from three to 
five hundred. 

Ques. 7. How do you know that it was that number? Answer, 
I only speak what I suppose to be their number from a recollection 
of their different camps. 

Ques. 8. Are not the Klikatats a wandering tribe, and did they 
notclaim many tracts of country in many different parts of Oregon! 
Answer. Yes, sir, I believe so. 

Ques. 9. Were not the whites and Kanakas as numerons here at 
Vancouver in 1848 as the Indians, or even more numerous? Ans, 
No, sir, they were not by a good deal. 

Ques. 10. Was the Churena service you speak of for whites or for 
Indians? -Answer. For both; free to all. 

Ques. 11. Was the Church ‘building erected by the company for 
the instruction of the Indians, or chic tly for the religious use and 
benefit of theirown servants and people? (Objected to by Mr. Farrar.) 
Answer. E think the Church building was erected by the eompany 
for therMissionaries; and I understood it was a gift to them, and | 
understood so from the agent of the company. | 

‘Ques. 12. For whom was service first held in it; for the Indians 
òr for the whites? Answer. For both. | 

Qnes. 13. In what language? Answer. In the French, and in 
1848 the English was used too a great deal. 

Ques 14. When did A. M. Short first set up a e to the land 
now claimed by his widaw and heirs? (Ol jected to by Mr. Farrar] 
Answer. [ don’t know exactly; I believe in the ‘fall of 1849, after I 
arrived from California from the mines. 

Ques. 15. Wereyou here in Dec, 1846, and in Dec., 1847? Ans 
I believe so, both years. 

Ques. 16. Was not Short and his family on tat land, s setting up 
a claim to it in 1847? Answer. Ibelieve'he did comeon that claim 


in 1847. 
Ques. 17. Did he not build a house there that year, and did no 
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the servants of the Hudson’s Bay Company tear it down, and send 
Short’s family off down the river in a boat? Answer. Yes, sir, I 
recollect there was such a thing reported to me; I did not see it. 
Ques. 18. Do you know the site.or place where that house stood; 
if you do, define it with reference to the wharf at Stryker’s? Ans. 
I do not know the place. i 
Ques. 19. When did Dr, Gardner come to-this country ? Answer. 
I don’t know; I think I first saw him in, 1850. 7 l 
Ques. 20. How long did he live at tee place you have described 
in your direct examination? Answer, 1 don’t remember; I saw 
him in the spring; I suppose two or three months. 
Ques. 21. Do you know where the west or lower line of the claim 
called the “ Fort claim” ig? Answer. I believe the west line of 


the fort claim was about one hundred and fifty rods below Short’s 


east line. de 

Ques. 22. Where was Short’s east line when first, you knew of it? 
Answer. It was, I suppose, about one hundred rods below Stry- 
kers; this was in 1847, I think. and about the same tine I saw 
him surveying above Stryker’s by what was called the “Salnion 
house.” ‘ wo 

Ques. 23. How far from the “Salmon honse”’ is: the government 
post, or the lower corner of the present military reservation? Ans. 
I don’t know exactly it is not fur; I suppose from two hundred to 
three hundred yards. 


(Fo Mr. Hnlbrook.) 


Int. 1. Did you in 1848 know of Delevand préaching in any 


Indian language? Answer. Yes, he did preach in Jargou. 


Int. 2. During that year did he instruct Indians in the catechism, 


orinany way? Answer. He did. 


Int. 8. What is your religious creed?) Answer. Iam a Catholic. 
Int. 4. Did Father Delevaud generally preach in French? Ans. 
Yes, sir, except sometimes in Chinook or Jargon to the Indians. 


Int. 5. Was it not the custom to preach in Jargon to others 


besides the Indians? Answer. Not that I know of: the Kanakas 
understood it. ` : 


Int. 6. Did Delevaud ever preach in the Klikatat? Answer. I 


think not. 


Int, 7, Was there nota Kanaka priest there who preached to the 
Sandwich islanders and instructed them? (Objeeted to by Mr. 
Farrar.) Answer. I don’t know whether he was a priest or not, 
but I have seen William, a Kanaka, teaching them: . 

Int. 8. When did he come here? Answer. In 1844, I think. 

Int. 9. Where did he have his religious exercises? (Objected to 
by Mr. Farrar.) Answer. Inside the fort. i : 

Int. 10. How long did he continue at Vancouver. Answer, He 
continued about two or three years. 
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“Int. 11. Did he not preach in Jargon or Chinook. (Objected to.) 
Answer. No, I think not. ; 


f 7 


(Questioned by Mr. Farrar.) 


+ 


s 
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Int. 1. In reply to the question (Int. 3.) put by Mr. Holbrook, if 
any person has promised you any lots, or interest in land, or any 
benefit if the Mission claim be confirmed, you answered, “ not one 
particular ;” what do you mean by ‘not one particular > Ans. 
I mean not at all; I never heard anything of the kind from any 
one. 

Int. 2. Do you or not know when the Bishop of Nisqually came 
here as Bishop? Answer. In 1850 or 1881. 

lnt..3. Do you or not know when the Rev. Mr. Brouillet came 
and took charge of this Station? Answer, I believe he came at 
the same time that the Bishop of Nisqually did. 

Int. 4. What Missionary priest was here when Father Brouillet 
took charge? Answer. Rev. Father Delevaud. 

Int. 5. Are you or not certain what Missionary was in charge of 
this Missionary Station when you were married in Ang., 1848? 
Answer. I am certain it was Father Delevaud. 

Int. 6. Was Father Devos here before or after Father Delevaud? 
Answer. Before. 

Int. 7. Can you now tell the year in which Father Delevaud took 
charge of this Mission Station? Answer. I now think he came 
here in the fall of 1847, and took charge of this Mission Station. 

Int. 8. In your cross-examination you said you thought Rev. Mr. 
Devos was here in 1848 or 9; what do you now say, was he here or 
not? Answer. He was not here in 1848 or 9; Iwas mistaken; 
he went away in 1847. ; 

-~ Int. 9. When you said you did not recollect of seeing Mr. Dele- 

vaud here in 1848, were you or not mistaken? Answer. I was 
‘mistaken certainly; I was married on the 14th of August, 1848, 
and Father Delevand was present in Church at the time. 

Int. 10. You have spoken of Major Simonson stopping at the 
. small house by the Chureh; was not that after Father Brouillet 
came here and took charge? Answer. I believe it was. 

Int, 11, Then what did you mean when you said that you thought 
that he lived in the small house with Mr. Delevaud? Answer, 
Well, it was a mistake of mine; he might have been here, though a 
part of the time Mr. Delevaud was, j 

Int. 12. You have answered that you have seen Father Delevaud 
driuk some; did you of not ever see him affected by liquor? Ans. 

T never did, sir. 

Int. 13. You say some lots were sold below the military reserva- 
tion before 1852; by whom were they sold? Answer. I don’t 
know; I can’t tell. ’ 

Int. 14. In reply to a question put by Mr. Holbrook, you say 
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Father Delevaud usually preached in French, and that he some- 
times preached in Chinook or “Jargon ;” did he or not as often 
preach in the Chinook tongue as in French, or oftener? Answer. 
About as much in one as in the other, 1 should think. 

Int. 15. Is the “Chinook” and “Jargon” one and the same? 
Answer. There isa difference; I don't think there are half a dozen 
persons who understand Chinook. 

Int. 16. What do you mean then when you say the Missionaries 
preached in the Chinook? Answer. I mean in the * Chinook Jar- 
gon,” which was spoken by most all the Indians, and was under- 
stood by the whites. ; 

Int. 17. Did Short ever show you his northwest corner? Ans. 
No, sir, he promised me to do it, but died before he did; not his 
northeast corner; he showed me his northwest corner. 

Int. 18. Where was it? Answer. About the same place it is 
now. 

Int. 19. Is it or not below or to the west of where Mr. Parker now 
lives? Answer. It is avery little, and south of the house of Par- 
ker; it is as much south as west of it. 

Int. 20. In answer to Int. 18. of Mr. Shattuck, your answer is 
written, that the service was held in the Church in French; did 
you or not say that service was in the Chinook and also in French ? 
Answer. Yes, sir, I did. ! x 


Questions by Mr. Holbrook. 


Int. 1. Was not the “Jargon” understood by all the servants of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company? Answer. By most every one. 

Int. 2. From the time you came here up to “48, who exercised 
control over and governed the country north of the Columbia river, 
and especially in. the vicinity of Vancouver? Answer. Dr. John 
McLaughlin and James Douglas, as officers and Chief Factors of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company. 


e 


JOSEPH PETRAIN. 
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Afidavit of the Right Reverend Modeste Demers. Bishop of Van- 
couver’s island. l 


In the year eighteen hundred and thirty-seven L was sent by his 
lordship, the Bishop of Quebec, Canada, on the Red river Mission ; 
and the year following the Right Reverend J. Norbert, Provincher 
Bishop of the above mentioned Mission, nominated and appointed 
me as associate to the Very Reverend F. Norbet Blanchet, acting 
at the time in the capacity of Vicar General of the Bishop of 
Quebec, to superintend the Mission we were sent to establish in 
Oregon. 
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EXTRACTS 


OF THE TESTIMONY OF THE CONTESTANTS’ WIT- 
NESSES. 


Daniel Harvey questioned by Mr. Holbrook. 


Int. 6. Was there a Catholic Church there, (at Vancouver?) Ans, 
Yes, there was. 

Int. 10. Was any priest then there? Answer. Yes, I don’t re- 
member who he was; I was seldom at the post. 


Questioned by Mr. Farrar. ; 


Int. 17. Were there not many Indians at and near Vancouver? 
Answer. At the time of my arrival, (1841,) there were a great 
many; there were not so many latterly. 

Int. 20. Did you ever know of the Church being used for any 
other than religious purposes? Answer. None other, sir. 


Forbes Barclay questioned by Mr. Holbrook. 


Int. 2. State whether at any time you resided at Vancouver; if 
so, when and in what capacity? Answer. I came to Vancouver in 
March, 1845, and continued here until April, 1850, a physician and 
surgeon to the Hudson’s Bay Company. ' ` 

Int. 5. During that time were there any clergymen or priests at 
Vancouver; if so, state who? Answer. Archbishop Blanchet, 
Bishop Demers, Mr. Langlois, Mr. Bolduc, Mr. Delevaud, Father 
Devos, Father Nobili, Father Accolti, Father De Smet, occasionally 
Father Lebas, and there were some others whose names I forgot, 
who stopped in their way to the upper country, 


Questioned by Mr. Farrar. i 
Int. 8. What priests were at Vancouver when you first eame ` 
there? Answer. Mr. Demers was there. R 
Int. 9. How long did he remain? Answer. I don’t recollect 
really ; he was off and on; there was always some priest there, 
, Int. 10. When was Mr. Blanchet there for the first timeafter you 
entered the company’s service? Answer. Some time in 1841. 
Int. 11. Do you or not know whether he was at that time the 
Vicar General of Oregon? Answer. I don’t know anything about 
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that; I don’t know in what capacity he was; I only knew them as 
chaplains of the Hudson’s Bay Company; I kuew they had a Mis! 
sion in the Willamette. ho. 

‘Int. 12. When did Mr. Delevand come to Vancouyer? Answer. 
In 1848. 

Int. 18. How long did he remain? He- was there when I left 
(1849;) I don’t know how long after I left. 

Int. 19. In your direct examination you have stated that Messrs. 
Blanchet and Demers were paid a salary by the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany as chaplaiņsy were they both paid at the same time? Ans. 
No, I don’t kago that whatever money was paid by the company, 
I understood was paid to the credit of the Willamette Mission. 

Int. 20. Did you understand that the company had two chaplains 
at one and the same time? Answer. No. 

Int. 21. State what you understand the salary oramount of money 
paid to the Willamette Mission? Answer. If I mistake not, I 
think it was five hundred pounds, (£500,) or five hundred dollars 

er year. i 

in 22. When did you understand was the time from whence 
this money was paid? Answer. From the time, I presume, the 
priests came into the country. 

Int. 25. Did the Hudson’s Bay Company ever charge any person 
or persons whomsoever for board while at the Vancouver post? Ans. 
Never, to my knowledge. 

Int. 80. Did you ever know of the Church building being used 
for any other than religious purposes? Answer. No, never. 

Int. 80. Was not Vancouver the headquarters of the Hudson’s 
Bay company between the Pacific ocean and the Rocky Mountains, 
during the time you were in the company’s service ? Answer. Yes, 
sir. 

Int. 81. Were there not usually large numbers of Indians at or 
near the company’s fort at Vancouver? Answer. They were more 
numerous then than now, 

Int. 82. Did not Indians from different tribes and from long dis- 
tances frequently come to or about the fort? Answer. Yes, sir, 
they did. 

Int. 83. Do you mean to be understood that the priests at Van- 
couver did not administer instructions and the rites of religion to 
any but those belonging to thecompauy ? Answer. Oh, no, they 
administered to all the Indians about, or who came to Vancouver, 
who expressed a desire to be instructed. | i 

Int. 84. Was not that the condition of affairs in Angust, 1848 ? 

“ Answer. I forget; I don’t think there were many Indians about 
then; many had died off; I presume they were instructed the same 
then as before. 


Questioned by Mr. Logan. 
Int. 6. Were Protestant ministers received and treated with the - 


ag 
same kindness and attention at Vancouver by the Hudson’s Bay 
Company as the Catholic clergy? Answer. Yes. 

Int. 7. Were you ever acquainted with any Catholic Missions in 
Oregon before 1848? Answer. Yes, there were two in the Willa- 
mette valley, and one at the Cowlitz; there were also Jesuit Mis- 
sions in the interior ; there was a distinction between the two soci- 
eties. i 

Int. 11. Were not the Missions furnished with money and goods 
by the Hudson’s Bay Company? Answer. They were; and goods 
were charged them and paid for by them; I have frequently put 
up goods for them. 


Questioned by Mr, Farrar. 
l z 
Int. 1. Do you mean to be understood that none but those be- 
langing to the company or its servants were instructed by the 
priests? Answer. No, any person that chose could come. 
Int. 2. Did not persons come who did not belong to the company ? 


Answer. The Indians did. 


Archibald McKinlay questioned by Mr. Farrar. 


Int. 16. In your direct examination you have stated there were 
chaplains at Vancouver; who were those chaplains, as you eall 
them? Answer. I understand there was a certain sum, one hun- 
dred pounds, I think, per year paid to the chaplains; I think the 
books of the company will show it. 

Int. 17. Will you now give the names of those chaplains? An- 
swer. I cannot, sir, there were several; not being much of a 
Church going man, I cannot give their names. I know that Mr. 
Delevaud was here in 1849, and that is all I know of it. 

Int. 18. Will*¥ou swear-that Mr. Delevaud received one hun- 
cred pounds per year from the Hudson’s Bay Company? Answer. 

O, sir. 

Int, 19. Will you swear he was ever in the service of the Hud- 
son's Bay Company as chaplain? Answer. No, sir; I ouly know 
he was living in the fort, and I understood him to be so. | 

Int. 21. Do you mean to be understood that there was not in 
1848 a Mission Station among the Indians at Fort Vancouver? 
Answer. I do not know whether there was or not, 


J 


(Questioned by Mr. Holbrook 2d time.) 


ki 
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Int. 2. Were goods sold to Bishop Blanchet, of Oregon city, for 
his own use also charged to the Catholic Mission?.. Answer. They 


: i 
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were, so far as I remember; I do not think there was any account 
with any individual; all was dorie in the name of the Catholic Mis- 
sion or Jesuit Mission. l oo 


Lloyd Brooke questioned by Mr. Farrar. 


Int. 25. You have stated in your direct examinatio n that Rev. 
Mr. Delevaud never made any suggestion to you that he wasa 
Missionary. Did you ever talk with him respecting his business 
or calling? Answer. Never. 

Int. 26. Did he ever tell you that he was a chaplain of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company? No, sir. 


pununga 


SECOND AFFIDAVIT OF ARCHBISHOP BLANCHET, 


In the matter of the claim of the Roman Catholic Mission of St. James 
at Vancouver, Washington Territory, to six hundred and forty acres 
of land,« before the Surveyor General of said Washington Terri- 
tory: Í 


Francis N. Blanchet, first being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

That he is the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Oregon City; that 
he resides at Oregon City, in the State of Oregon; that the tract of 
land claimed by the Roman Catholic Mission Station of St. James 
at Vancouver, in the Territory of Washington, is not now Within 
his diocese, and neither has he any interest, directly or indirectly, 
in any manner whatsoever in and to said lands, or any part thereof 
claimed by said Mission of St. James, or in and to the elaim of said 
Mission to such lands. / 

Affiant says: That he has hitherto given his deposition in the 
‘matter of contests respecting said lands, since which time his 
attention has been called to certain letters, hereunto annexed, and 
to certain facts hereinafter stated. 

Affiant says: He is well acquainted with the handwriting and 
signature of J. N., Provincher, formerly Roman Catholic Bist.op 
of Juliopolis, at Red river at the north; that the letters hereunto 
annexed, marked respectively, “ Letter No. 1,” “ Letter No. 2,” 
“Letter No. 3,” were duly signed by the aforesaid J. N., Provin- 
cher, and with his usual signature as such Bishop of Jnliopolis, and 
that said signatures are his genuine signatures, and that the said 
letters were written and signed at the date they purport upon their 
- face to have been written; that ‘ Letter No. 1,” is a Pastoral letter 
or communication; that “Letters No, Two, (2,) and Three, (8,)’ 
were addréssed by said Bishop of Juliopolis to affiant, who was 
then a Missionary Catholic priest in Oregon, and the same were 
received by aftiant as soon after they were so written as aforesaid as 


a 
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they could be transmitted from the Red river of the north to Van- 
couver in Oregon, and the same have ever since ‘been in his pos- 
session. 

Affiant says: That the Mr. Finlayson, mentioned at the top of 
the second page of “Letter No, 8,” was one of the chief officers of 
the IIudson’s Bay Company, and that the sum of £100, (one 
hundred pounds,) per annum, named in connection with the name 
of said Finlayson, is the yearly sum or amonut subscribed by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company for Catholic Missions in Oregon or the 
“ Columbia country,” and that the same was voted, and donated to 
the Oregon Mission by the Council of the Hudsons Bay Company, 
existing at Red river, and that said contribution was never intended 
by the Hudson’s Bay Company to be used or applied exclusively 
by the MissionStation at Vancouver, but for the use and benefit of 
all the Mission Stations of the Catholic Church iti Oregon, between 
the Pacific ocean and the Rocky Mountains, and that said sum was 
never used for the exclusive benefit of the Vancouver Station. 

Affiant further states: That he is well acquainted with the hand- 
writing and signature of the former Roman Catholic Bishop of 
Quebec, and that the letter hereunto annexed, marked “Letter No. 
4,” was signed by fhe said Bishop, and the said signature is his 
usual and genuine signature as such Bishop of Quebec; that said 
letter was written at the time it purports to have been, and was 
received by affiant as soon thereafter as the same cpuld be sent 
from Quebec, in Canada, to Oregon, and that since its reception it 
has always been in the possession of affiant. 

Affiant further says: That he is well acquainted with Modeste 
Demers, now Roman Catholic Bishop of Vancouver’s Island; and 
formerly a Catholic Missionary priest in Oregon; that he is well 
acquainted with the handwriting and signature of said Demers; 
that the letter hereunto annexed, marked “Letter No. 5,” is in the 
handwriting of said Bishop Demers, and was written by him, and 
the signature thereto is his genuine signature; that said letter was 
written at the time it purports upon its face to have been, and was 
to and for this afiant; that it was duly received by affiant in the 
year 1843, and has ever since been in his possession ; that “our 
house,” referred to in said letter, is the house purchased by affiiant, 
(as stated in his deposition, heretofore given before the Surveyor 
General,) for the use of the Mission Station at Vancouver, and that 
the same was outside of the enclosures of the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany at Vancouver, and stood upon the land claimed by the said 
Mission of St. James; that it was purchased and used for the 
better facilities it afforded the Missionary priests at Vancouver, to 
impart instruction to the Indians at and near Vancouver, than said 
Missionaries had, or could have, inside of the pickets of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company ; affiant says, that said house was of rade con- 
struction, built of slabs, and of the same general character of the 
dwellings of ‘the servants of the Hudson’s Bay Gompany. 
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A ffiant further says: That the accounts hereunto annexed, were 
made by the IIudson’s Bay Company or its employees; that the 
statement of said account for the year 1844, shows but a very small 
part of the whole of the, Hudson’s Bay Company’s account against 
the Mission for said year; that, that forthe year 1855, shows that 
there was furnished for the Station at Vancouver and charged 
thereto, the sum of $431 92; and that others of the statements 
and abstracts, are made directly to said Vancouver Mission, and 
others show charges or items of charges to the same. l 

Affiant further says: That he did not mean by his former depo- 
sition to be understood that the Hudson’s Bay Company nad sup- 
plied the priests of said Vancouver Station anything more than 
their food and lodging at said Vancouver; atid he says that all other 
charges and expenditures were made at the expense of said Mission 
and its patrons, as stated in his said former deposition, and that 
such expenditures were necessarily large. 

/ t F. ®© BLANCHET, 
Archbishdp of Oregon City. 


PASTORAL LETTER OF THE BISHOP OF JULIOPOLIS 
TO THE CATHOLICS ESTABLISHED ON THE RIVER 
WILLAMETTE, JULY 5, 1838. 


Joseph Norbert, Provincher, by the mercy of God and the favor of the 
Holy Apostolic See Bishop of Juliopolis, to the Catholics established 
on the river Willamette, greeting, and blessing of our Saviour: 


We have received, our very beloved children, your various peti- 
tions, expressive of your ardent desire to have Missionaries among - 
you, to teach your children and give to yourselves the means of 
practicing your religion. Nothing cauld please me more than to 
see your earnestness; accordingly, for three years I have employed 
myself in accomplishing this affair, so important for the salvation 
of your souls. You have already learned the difficulties which I 
have experienced in securing a passage. At last, it has been 
granted this year, and two pious and zealous priests abandon all 
the hopes of this world, in order to go to you, and speak to you of 
God, and induce you to practice His holy religion, 

You will, though, be a little disappointed in seeing that the Mis- 
sionaries will not settle among you at the Willamette. Your 
settlement is situated on the territory of the United States, and 
consequently outside the diocese of Quebec. The company cannot 
favor the establishment of a colony in a foreign country, and J, as a 
Bishop British subject, I cannot allow the priests whom I send, to 
establish themselves anywhere else than on British territory, because 
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the line which divides the two powers also bounds my jurisdiction. 
It is the reason why the passage of the Missionaries was refused 
last year, and it has been grauted this year only on the special con- 
dition that the Missionaries would fix their residence on the north 
side of the Columbia river; thus this change does not come from 
any ill will on my part, which I thought proper to let you know. 
The Missionaries, however, can go and visit you,.but always tempo- 
rarily, and will not be able to fix their residence among you. You 
might perhaps, in the course of time, join them in moving to their 
establishment. The desire of the salvation of your souls shall 
induce you to do it. 

I have received, per Dr. McLaughlin, whom I had the pleasure to 
see at Red river, your last petition, a sketch of your abundant 
crops, and finally, the generous subscription which you have made 
for the support of your Missionaries. All this is for me a proof 
that faith is still alive in your hearts, and satisfies me that you will 
soon give still more convincing proofs of it in testifying of your 
respect and submission to the priests whom God sends you in his 
mercy, and especially in practicing with fidelity the instructions 
which they will give you on his part and in his name. Nothing 
will rejoice me so much as to learn henceforth that you, your 
women and children, walk steadily in the road of virtue. This I 
wish with all my heart, and will never cease to ask of God for - 
you. | 

Shall the present Pastoral letter be read in the meeting of the 
inhabitants of the Willamette on the first occasion when the Mis- 
sionaries shall visit them ? 

Given at St. Bonifacius of Red river, this fifth of July, 1838. 

t J. N., Bishop of Suliopolis. 


